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Efforts to adequately and accurately teach Negro history in the schools are
discussed. Impetus for this drive has been given by psychologists who are convinced
of the importance of including Negro history in the school curriculum in order to
improve the self-concept and raise the aspirations of Negro students. Questions of
"separate vs. infegrated” books and materials, inservice teacher education, and the
role of the Federal Government in promoting multicultural textbooks are briefly
discussed. MR)
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' -7 MIf" Negrves kéep on raising hell, their higtory w111 not dnly be -
: ootrestly portrayed in' school textbooks, but school: Board s will be' oved
to buy these books and teachers will be moved to teach them." This ctiserv: 1
- ' b0 by & purticipdnt in an’ ApFiY,’ T965 Conferenos of taxtbook piblishers
to consider:-this: question -setis 'to aptly sum uf the present status of the
. 1ong drive: to bring dowe sense of justice and falr play-to 'a bad sitistion,
. 7 “istoriaiis cati: catalogue a Tecord or pleadings with pablishers and
" sched) boards” for sdeqiiate and accurate teaching’ of Wegro histéry &n the
- “schools 'vhieh iill sti'etoh over hearly a hundred: years,: -° =~ - =
“The: fréseht drive is' béing given @ powerful lupsts by the insreasingl
“i @tbong convictions of payshologists  coiterning the fole of the lilatory of
- a"people-in‘ ullding the' selfconcepta’ and aspirational Tevels of its young
.o ‘portray correstly their herftage of uciitevemint is:to bailad a’fourdation
b of pride in self, respect for self and confidence in the ability -of self to
E mnﬂ. Tiadchitate’ pbm-mru tdibitfoy;"‘&"it"lea'ot-td ‘impeir, the
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E - 9alf-3oubt’ diid “in  mdiry: Susds -self-déestiaction on through ‘the puirsuit of vliat
' - paycholbgiats Cers a. s6XP-PulFT]Ting ‘frophiecy < &~sért of paychiologioal
P -:1ynching ‘carrisd ott in-a’ pablls-institutitn G1th the Negro children as
F victims held captive by achool’ attendunce laws, o pen

" Vtte childven, oh-the otlief hand, faced iith a‘vomplets sbesacs ef a
- *-pederd ‘df ‘achfevesisnt of Negroeés in this oountry and:faced.too often vith

the démaging ‘stereotypés of ‘an Inferiér belng, dévelop concepts of wliite
vek. 2 ¥
*Reprinted from Nogro History Bullstin, Jovember, 1%5. TP s . 5¢




supremacy and often the fear-hate of the fierce Negro warrior of sexual

derring-do which undergirds so mch of the racial, prejudée in this country.

So, while a 1ittle Negro boy is .being psychologically emasculated by the i
history materi.als in his elassroon, the white boy is being turned into a j
littie bigot by the +s1f same materiel.: Zn tr\rth mare and more vhite '

perents are rocognis:lng this fact: he, too, 1a being psychologl.eally un-

done. Lo : o BTSN ’
- An important oorollary to -this’ proposition, und one uhioh is omsing

oonoern in the rapidly proli.fmting prograns of oohpensatory pdncation '

for deprivetf youth, io the groving belief t.hat mach of tho rotgrdation of

legm youth ‘cannét be atmmted to "cultural dopriution" bnt mst bs 1laid

to educatiou]. Mution. .This’ View holds that aducational dopr&ution

does not .only oonaist of the _schodo}’ ahifta, decrepit’ 'bu:lldings and. .akopucal .

.nairuperianeedtmhmmuhichuvemnthoebtaomkyb U

children, but-- that the uhito mprenacy '-eading and: sociil atudioa nat.oriala
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Orntloastthehabitofroadingthebookaonwhichthustandardiudm
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_ Thm ﬂmm beooning vi,doly aoceptod mnmaldod, and thofnorul o
force of mh toctinw added to- atriaen{'.-denndc for- aiiple justiqo might’ s .

-------

ﬁ.nally\d.nthodu‘. And stridomris increaainguithdaéhpuohgdm
S.M.C.C. and the: BXack lhalila, for: aﬂmple, have q,rom pnbnshod theds. -
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at the grassroots. level 1n uny oo-mities. et
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At this writing, cnnforniahuaveqrecenthnonthoboohacmir-
ing accurate portrayal of logroea in pnblie school tatho‘oki, llow !ork s,

promoting the study of" logro history through an 1ntorgroup rolationt divia—
jon in its state department of education. The Haahinghou, ‘D G. School T
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Board has developed a syllabus on Negro hiat_;’ory t_.c_»: Quppleunt‘ ite a_o_oouglary.
social studies course and one.could'go o.n... | Enn Viz;glnia's St.ato Board of
Education placod one of tho nev "1ntegrated tutbooks" on the state approved
natﬁthbland oomnttotheoffectthattho"prohlel" or!logrooa in text~.
‘books did not uiot and that until rocently no mh book had come before
thenm for o.ppronl Adoptionahavealao beenreportod inothor southern
states dthaugh there are diawrbing raporto of do—inte;ration of some
pnents headed for mthorn otatoa by the si.q:].e apediont of switching
a fev plates at f.ha p'intor ‘l'hooo adoptiona in mthern mtoa dght st
Mmlnfythochssicreplyofpubnsherstocbnrgecofbigotryinthdr _

. domain: "1ntogratod booka won't aell. ' Hany would probably woloono a breek-. -
_through 1natnaineu operation vhichmstbe toal;nﬂithwoomience .

at all -~ a delmlanising uporiance. 'l‘vo roccnt confmncu of, publj-em
vhich the writer addruaod on this subject, for ;xalple, upped fo. harbor.
unofmhomstmmabautuhattheymdoingtomui.mnd
Perauading blishers to accuutoly mm tctbooks and aobool t;oq'do
,tophcethelonthoapprovednatis;otbymmmnuofthoatmuloo.
It is an 1-port-nt upoct, howover, as mbushers, ‘boards and ontsido Agen-
uur.nkatthowpofmeuatofmmudgommormsnm
schools, . But after e.get the, oorrect books on the aé;p.—;i;n*ilctg, ve must .
still get. the -t.u-m tmght .na got 11-. m;ht ‘nd mmtod Jroperlys -
.This 1s a -ny-aided ohallongo It 1nvo1'na tbe qnut:lona of seperate
Y8 htopatod bnoke and laterhla involving llggro hiatory, 1n-urvice gdu-
cation for tmlm-a uho aro unfa-lnu- wlth tho utorhl, omoo-i.nc reser-
utionsot.ouﬂm-uuhitotuchm (una-nymrthm) fo teach the mate-.
'rhls in the 1nu¢ntod chsu-ou o.nd helping llegro toachor! i.n ullrlloll'o

schools overoome an odd an.gnity tovard tho coutimgd nlno of tnchlw .

b, Samne Feb SO J“‘-.«---l.f PR



llegro history ‘which seems to be. gripping more than a few as Jim Crov barriers
fall and a new era emerges. The amount of stress to place on various aspects
of the subj ect 1s also & problem; .some zeglots are wont to dwell on achievers
and ignore siavery and 80 ‘on - -There; too, is the necessity of having test
mekers (and thess are publishers again). include this body of information in
their pools of test items. . wméﬁ% ;sult in sone slight adjustment of
_the culturel biases of which mast standardized tests are 80 badly afflicted.
Ivmen to begin ‘the study of: the. subject. ie still another problem and a
con-mity eoning to grips with all of the problems involved in adjusting
its curriculun t6 ‘{nclude Negro-history. might as well begin here, While
nost of the nev" llegro history materials, coming from the publishers are aimed

at junior and senior high school students, it vould seem far better to start

mch eerlier. Indeed, we should begin at the beginning if the beliefs and

| urglngs of psycholbgists concsrning the vital inportance of early childhood

. _.education 18 o Bé* respected. - :Operation Head Start, the ‘highly successful
| preschool .progran, i8 based on.the -researches of J n;v. Hunt, Benjamin

, | Bloon and othérs ‘who; “for: example, believe that basie intelligence, most of

- h‘the self-concept ‘and Weonelitx and basically all of the bigotry are ‘learned
bi children ‘befors ags'10. . ...
o l‘olloving thil reasoning, the early pages of the Jittle tots' books °

showing the fonfnditg and founders. of .our country should include Negroes.

it bl

-----

llot es ' special’citde tutvas a. matter of fact - ectuel fact, ‘The pege
erter Heshington afd’ the »smmncenents of independence, for mmple, night
show Attucks standing at Boston Commons -- "like a stone wall® (vhy not?)
the first to £all for fresdom. Attucks need not be fdentified as a Negro
and a "credit to his race.” The picture will suffice to implent the ooncept
of a oourageous citizen whose coloring is different from Washington's. If
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later the writer is called by the spirit to 1donti_fy ‘H'a‘s_l‘\_ingtou as an . |
English-American, Attucks must become a Nigerian~American and so on. Such |
an approach, widely adopted, would do v-uders in making education equal in
this country, . ‘
-Such a lesson would be on.the side of those who advocate the integrat- . .
ion of Negro history in the textbooks. - Sap:rate books and.lessons on the . .
subject might better be placed in the higher grades. This.lesson would :
require no sermonising on race:relations by. the teacher. The lesson would. .
not have to.wait for Negro History.Week. It is pure and accurate- history
. that tells it as it really was.. And as the children turn their -pages ...
through the grades, the whole thing would be there at the correct era, Du
Sable at the Chicago site, the Massachusetts 54th at Fort Wagner. Turner.

]

in the Southhampton swamps, Pinchback, Rilleaux, I'Quverture and all the i
rest. The vhole long and: valiant Odyssey would be there. .. ‘ |
Communities should insist on such an .approach, There is a danger that

in the new programs for compensatory education we will do too 1little, too
late, in bringing the materials intq the glassrcoms,. Also, as a nmt of .
the fierce agitation against Dick and Jane books we might get. off oa the
tangent of "urban" and "suburban" curriculums, with inner-city settings. .
and mlti-ethnic groups ;n'.-one and wasp-type suburben Digk and Janes in .

the other, Education has been likened: to.a drunk man on a horse, swaying
from one extrems to another, -This.might be just persscution, . Dick, Jane, .
apartments, ranch houses.and :Attucks .should all be in the same book. ... -
 The writer has.seen tqo fev schools vhich are teking this.teck but .
he is happy to report that he.has sean.some and that the teachers in the..
schools believe the system has greet value...Hs is. also happy to report
that the mmber of such achools seems to be growing.rapidly, .. .. ... ..,
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There are now rather wide opportunities to nromot‘e"in;-:s:erviee training
of teachers 'in't'e'a{ehing“Negro history. 'l‘he sixty or so institutes for-dis- . |
advantaged children held this summer under the National Defense ‘Education

I.”,; ;-“

Act brought more ‘that 2,000 teachers into contact with current opinion on

the situation. " Approximately. the same number of reading and ‘history insti-
tutes were held and & 1imiteu. amopnt, of attention might ‘have been devoted

to the aubj ect. ‘A siall umber of potentially valuable inatitutee for
teschers of newly Integrated schools .are being aponaored by the U. S, Office
of Eduoation under-the teérms: of Title Iv of the cuu Rights‘ Act. ' They can

help. All of these 1higtitutés will Operate in future sumers, gome ‘during
the regular school yeari” - o '
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In addition ‘to plous statements abop,t equality, academicians mist
review the activitiea ‘of ‘the teaeher-training units in their institutions,

‘- " -

‘l'his is where sound’ ahd lasting progress uill be made. The ‘future teachers. -

mist receive a sound  aiid asccurate grounding in Negro history from the sub- .
ject-matter departmen‘ts ‘andia grcunding in how and why to use it'in the
psyohology and edueation departments. e T M T
Iferhaps “thé wost signiflaant move to date tn the “dri¥e ‘14" proposed. .
mofve by the goveriment! B Gomunity Relations Service to prbmote the devel-.
opment of ‘textbooks whiich treat Negroes and their history fairly, The pro-
poaal evidently ‘deea not have. unaninous support ae the Remorandum was -
leaked %o a team of unfriendly onlumnists in early September who viciously
attacked it 1 ‘the Séptenber 14.1ssue of the !aahim Pogt under the
heading of Pederal’ Taxtbooks, Giv,ll rights groups should rally behind
this proposal., The govermment should root out the ‘causes of bigotry in .
this country whersver they are found. Also, under the nev Elementary and

Secondary Act's Title II, the government may soon find itself underwriting

[Kc
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the cost of books which promote racial bigotry while at the same time

paying personnel of its various units to try to help stamp it out.

|
In sum, the long drive to teach Negro history accurately in the public %
schools might be nearing a significant breakthrough but there is much hard
work to do and a few hard battles yet to be fought., More and more people
are becoming aware of the great wrong being done the children of both races
and perhaps most important, they are gaining insights into the intricacies
of the situation., Psychologists, compensatory education teachers, human

relations groups, government agencies and the man on the street are all

new and potentially powerful allies in the struggle. One thing is surely
certain now is the time to rally round, and hard.
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